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German Jewry, many of us other Jews began to wonder
what the future had in store for various branches of our
people. It is too early to pronounce a judgment, but high
time to consider our position; and though no other, not even
the culturally most backward country, is likely to display
the same disregard of human rights—at least not without
producing a reaction among its own people—there is no
doubt that in one way or another the German example will
stimulate anti-Semitic movements in other countries. We
must not overrate the significance of the German cata-
strophe, but we must not underrate it either. We must look
at the facts and consider fundamentals.
This, approximately, was the picture of the Jewish fate
and future as it appeared to many of us a few years ago:
The time of the great Jewish migrations had come to an
end. A disillusioned, morally unsettled, and economically
impoverished world was freezing in once more, after the
great movements of a now defunct age. It seemed that inter-
communications in world-Jewry would diminish, though the
common work of building up the National Home in Pales-
tine would still hold us together for a while, at least the
keenest among us; and there, in the Land of Israel, the
branch would survive about which Isaiah prophesied, per-
haps a branch sounder than any, since our national tree was
uprooted from its native soil. The Jews of Western and
Central Europe would die out or dwindle into insignificance,
and many of us thought that this process, though diversified
by vituperation and occasional outbreaks on the part of the
coarser among our ''hosts", would on the whole take an
increasingly peaceful character. The only Jewries which
seemed to matter were the 4J- millions in the United States,
the 3 millions in Poland, an almost equal number in Soviet
Russia, and nearly one million in Boumania.
The future of the American Jews was, and remains, to
most of us, a closed book, like that of America herself. Even
though their natural increase is high at present—the younger

